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The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast a ‘normal’ monsoon for this year, or 

99% of the Long Period Average (LPA) of 87 cm. The IMD has a multi-stage monsoon forecast system. 

The April forecast usually has little detail on how much rain is expected during each of the monsoon 

months, and whether the rain will be lopsided or evenly distributed geographically. The IMD usually 

shares this in late May or early June, just around the time the monsoon is imminent over Kerala. The 

forecast in April is thus only a general indicator and of little public utility. A normal monsoon forecast 

this year is also predicated on the absence of an El Niño, a warming of the Central Pacific linked to the 

drying up of monsoon rains. However, another ocean parameter called the Indian Ocean Dipole, the 

positive phase of which is associated with good rains, has also been forecast to be ‘neutral’ or unhelpful 

for the monsoon. 

There has also been another significant bit of information made public. The IMD has changed its 

definition of the LPA, which is an indication of the average rainfall over a 50-year interval and, as per the 

norms of the World Meteorological Organization to which India is a signatory, should be updated every 

10 years. For myriad reasons, the IMD stuck with an LPA number of 89 cm (the average monsoon rain 

from 1951-2000) until 2018, when it was updated to 88 cm (to reflect the average from 1961-2010). And 

now, to count for the 1971-2020 interval, the number is 87 cm. While on the surface, it might look like 

India is losing just a centimetre of rainfall every decade, it must be remembered that this conceals wide 

shifts in rainfall when computed at the State and district levels as the monsoon rain is highly uneven. 

The IMD explains the loss of a centimetre every decade as part of a natural cycle of the monsoon where 

30 years of less rain, or a ‘dry’ epoch, is followed by 30 years of a ‘wet epoch’. India began a dry epoch in 

the 1970-80 decade, the IMD says; it is now in a neutral phase and will enter a wet epoch in the decade, 

2030-2040. The IMD has presented research over the years documenting the changes in the weather 

and rainfall in recent years down to sub-district levels, and has said that global warming, in its tendency 

to heat the oceans, has certainly had a role to play. Much like the update to the average, the IMD must 

update some processes and lay stress on shorter forecasts, a month or a fortnight ahead, rather than 

maintain anachronistic traditions of long-range forecasts that are neither accurate nor useful. 

 

 forecast (noun) – prediction, indication, 

projection, prognosis, speculation, calculation 

(of future events or trends). 

 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw/focus 

attention on, highlight, underline, underscore. 

 long period average (LPA) (noun) – LPA is the 

average rainfall received by the country as a 

whole during the south-west monsoon, for a 

50-year period. The current LPA is 88 cm, 

based on the mean (average) rainfall over the 

years 1951 and 2000. 

 lopsided (adjective) – asymmetrical, uneven, 

unequal. 

 around the time (phrase) –  at the moment 

(approximately). 

 imminent (adjective) – close/near, about to 

happen, approaching/impending. 

 thus (adverb) – therefore, accordingly, hence, 

as a result, for that reason. 

 utility (noun) – usefulness, use, advantage, 

benefit, value, helpfulness, service. 

 predicate on/upon (phrasal verb) – base, be 

dependent, establish, found, premise. 

 El Nino (noun) – an unusual/abnormal 

warming of the waters across the central and 

eastern equatorial Pacific that lies closer to the 

Americas). La Niña means abnormal cooling. 

 dry up (phrasal verb) – dwindle, wane, 

disappear, vanish, subside, fade away, come to 

nothing, come to a an end. 

 parameter (noun) – criterion, factor, guideline. 

 Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) (noun) – it is 

defined by the difference in the sea surface 

temperature between the two equatorial areas 

of the Indian Ocean – a western pole near the 

Arabian Sea (in the western Indian Ocean) and 

an eastern pole closer to the Bay of Bengal (in 

the eastern Indian Ocean). The IOD affects the 
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climate of Southeast Asia, Australia and other 

countries across the Indian Ocean. 

 make public (phrase) – publish, publicize, 

communicate, circulate, broadcast. 

 norm (noun) – standard, rule, convention, 

regulation, guideline. 

 signatory (noun) – the person who signed an 

official document/agreement. 

 stuck with (phrase) – continue with 

something. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, represent. 

 count for (phrase) – to be valid for something. 

 surface (noun) – outward appearance; at first 

glance, to the casual eye, outwardly, 

apparently, ostensibly. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 shift (noun) – change, alteration, adjustment, 

variation, modification, revision. 

 epoch (noun) – era, period, time. 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, 

leaning, penchant; trend. 

 certainly (adverb) – unquestionably, surely, 

definitely, beyond question/doubt, 

unequivocally, undeniably, obviously. 

 play a role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 lay stress on (phrase) – emphasize, draw/focus 

attention on, highlight, underline, underscore. 

 fortnight (noun) – a period of two 

weeks/fourteen days continuously. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 anachronistic (adjective) – outdated, out-of-

date, old-fashioned, outmoded, old-time, 

ancient, archaic.  

************************************************************************************* 

The widespread public unrest in Sri Lanka has taken on the dimensions of a political revolution 

of great import. It is apparent that it is driven by popular anger and a collective will that straddles all 

ethnicities. For a country once seen as having irreconcilable ethnic divisions, there is hope that the 

people will recognise the real provenance of their travails — an apathetic political leadership that wields 

great power without much accountability — as they come together on the streets to demand change 

and relief. The people seem to be demanding a wholesale regime change, and not tweaks. As the 

protests escalate, the administration of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and the government of his elder 

brother, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, seem to have lost public support and the confidence of 

their political allies. The Opposition has rejected the President’s call for a multi-party Cabinet, key allies 

such as the Sri Lanka Freedom Party have walked out of the ruling coalition, and the newly appointed 

Finance Minister did not deem it prudent to take charge. It is an unusual stalemate on the political front, 

as it is clear that nothing short of the resignation of the Rajapaksa brothers will assuage public anger; 

but, at the same time, it is unclear if anyone will be willing to take charge amidst a seemingly 

insurmountable economic crisis. As over 40 legislators have walked out of the ruling alliance, the 

present regime faces a loss of majority in Parliament. The real question is whether the Opposition will 

be willing to form an alternative dispensation. 

The urgency of the situation is beyond doubt. The country needs an economic recovery plan to 

approach international lenders and bring about macro-economic stability. And a concerned and 

accountable regime needs to be in place for this. Economists have suggested that Sri Lanka may need a 

bridge loan while an external debt restructuring plan is put in place, but much depends on whether 

there is a credible leadership. Sri Lanka is at a crossroads. Going one way may lead to a debt trap, 

sovereign default and possible bankruptcy. On the other hand, the present unrest provides an 

extraordinary opportunity to change its political and administrative paradigm. Bloated government, 

excessive security expenditure, the profligate ways of those in power, lack of attention to domestic 

production and centralisation of decision-making have all contributed to the mess. Much of this needs 

to change. No more should majoritarian mobilisation be allowed to cover up political and economic 

failures. An inclusive outlook has to be fostered. The people will have to realise that voting on emotional 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (10
th

-MAY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

issues related to race and religion only helps the ruling class and seldom benefits them. Only such a 

momentous change on the political and social level will lead to their economic emancipation. 

 

 widespread (adjective) – extensive, 

general/common, omnipresent, ubiquitous, 

prevalent, rife, rampant,  present everywhere,. 

 unrest (noun) – disruption, agitation, turmoil, 

disorder, chaos. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – acquire, assume, 

come to have 

 dimension (noun) – aspect, quality, feature, 

side, element. 

 revolution (noun) – dramatic change, radical 

change,  complete shift, sea change, 

metamorphosis, transformation. 

 import (noun) – importance, significance, 

consequence, substance, weight, gravity, 

seriousness. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident, obvious, clear, 

visible, discernible, perceptible, noticeable, 

recognizable. 

 drive (verb) – cause something to happen; 

cause something to develop. 

 collective (adjective) – combined, united/joint, 

cooperative (by all people as a group). 

 will (noun) – determination, firmness of 

purpose, will power, strength of character, 

resolution, resolve, single-mindedness, 

commitment, dedication, tenacity. 

 straddle (verb) – be on both sides of 

something; extend across, traverse. 

 ethnicity (noun) – a category of people who 

identify with each other based on common 

language, ancestral, social, cultural, or national 

experiences. 

 irreconcilable (adjective) – uncompromising, 

inflexible, unrelenting, hard-line; completely 

different, directly opposed, incompatible,  at 

opposite extremes/poles. 

 division (noun) – sector, section, group, class. 

 recognise (verb) – acknowledge, accept, admit 

something (existence, validity, or legality). 

 provenance (noun) – origin, source, place of 

origin. 

 travails (noun) – ordeal, labour/struggle/hard 

work; painful effort. 

 apathetic (adjective) – indifferent, 

uninterested, unresponsive. 

 wield (verb) – exercise, exert, be possessed of, 

have, hold, control. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 

answerability. 

 relief (noun) – (financial) help, aid, assistance, 

succour. 

 wholesale (adjective) – comprehensive, all-

inclusive, total, outright, thorough, sweeping. 

 regime (noun) – government/system. 

 tweak (noun) – adjustment, modification, 

alteration, change. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, intensify, heighten. 

 ally (noun) – associate, confederate, partner, 

supporter. 

 call (for) (noun) – requirement, necessity, 

demand, request. 

 walk out (phrasal verb) – depart, get out, leave 

suddenly; desert, abandon. 

 coalition (noun) – alliance, union, partnership. 

 deem (verb) – regard, consider, think of, see, 

view. 

 prudent (adjective) – wise, sensible, careful/ 

far-sighted. 

 take charge (phrase) – take control of, take 

over, assume responsibility for. 

 stalemate (noun) – deadlock, impasse, 

standstill/stand-off. 

 front (noun) – a particular situation (or) front 

line, vanguard, combat zone. 

 short of (phrase) – less than. 

 assuage (verb) – relieve, alleviate, soothe, 

mitigate, tone down, appease. 

 at the same time (phrase) – simultaneously, at 

once, at one time. 

 willing (adjective) – ready, prepared, disposed, 

inclined; eager, keen. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 seemingly (adverb) -obviously, palpably, 

apparently. 

 insurmountable (adjective) – unconquerable, 

unassailable, unbeatable, unstoppable, 
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overwhelming, hopeless, impossible; no way to 

overcome/defeat. 

 economic crisis (noun) – a period in an 

economic cycle in which an economy faces 

difficulties for a long time. 

 legislator (noun) – a member of a legislature 

(parliament/legislative assembly); lawmaker, 

representative. 

 dispensation (noun) – organization, 

establishment, system; government. 

 beyond doubt (phrase) – without 

uncertainty/question/apprehension/second 

thought. 

 bring about (phrasal verb) – cause, create, 

produce. 

 macro-economic (adjective) – relating to the 

branch of economics concerned with large-

scale factors (interest rates/national 

productivity). 

 stability (noun) – firmness, solidity, 

secureness, strength. 

 concerned (adjective) – caring, attentive; 

connected, interested, involved. 

 accountable (adjective) – responsible, liable, 

answerable, chargeable. 

 in place (phrase) – in position; exist; establish, 

set up. 

 bridge loan (noun) – a short-term form of 

financing that is used to meet current 

obligations before securing permanent 

financing (or) Bridge loan is a type of gap 

financing arrangement wherein the borrower 

can get access to short-term loans for meeting 

short-term liquidity requirements. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation, 

borrowed capital. 

 put in place (phrase) – to implement, to 

establish. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 

reasonable. 

 debt trap (noun) – a situation which causes a 

damaging cycle of borrowing when someone 

cannot repay their debts on schedule. 

 sovereign default (noun) – a failure by a 

government to repay its country’s 

debts/borrowings.  

 bankruptcy (noun) – legal state of insolvency. 

An individual or organisation is declared 

bankrupt if a court judges that the party 

involved can no longer meet debt payments to 

creditors. it is defined as the outcome of a 

legal procedure. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – as an alternative. 

 paradigm (noun) – model, pattern, standard, 

ideal, criterion. 

 bloated (adjective) – inflated, high-flown, 

extravagant, exaggerated, blown up/swollen; 

excessively vain, conceited. 

 profligate (adjective) – irresponsible, reckless; 

immoderate, excessive; unprincipled/corrupt, 

immoral. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, non-existence. 

 attention (noun) – care, support, aid, help, 

assistance. 

 centralisation (noun) – the process of having 

functions, powers, people or things only in a 

central location or authority. 

 mess (noun) – plight, predicament, emergency, 

tight spot, difficulty, trouble, quandary, 

dilemma, problem, muddle, mix-up, confusion, 

complication, imbroglio, entanglement, mire. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

forces/people/resources together for a 

particular cause. 

 cover up (phrasal verb) – conceal, hide, 

camouflage (a mistake or crime). 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

comprehensive, including all the 

parties/groups involved in something. 

 outlook (noun) – perspective, approach, angle, 

point of view. 

 foster (verb) – encourage, promote, develop. 

 race (noun) – ethnic group, ethnic origin. 

 seldom (adverb) – hardly, rarely, almost never. 

 momentous (adjective) – significant, 

important, serious, crucial/critical. 

 lead to (verb) – cause, result in, bring on, bring 

about. 

 emancipation (noun) – liberation, freedom, 

freeing, release. 
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